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The International Emergency Management Society 
 

TIEMS continues its international development, and is spreading 
out its activity more and more worldwide, with members and 

chapters. New members and chapters add valuable expertise and 
cultural diversity to the TIEMS international network, which 

comprises of users, planners, researchers, industry, managers, 
response personnel, practitioners, social scientists, and other 
interested parties within emergency management and disaster 

response. This network constitutes a large international 
multidisciplinary group of experts, with different educational 
backgrounds and various experiences. Read more about this 

network and its activities in this newsletter. 
 

TIEMS President 
 

 
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed herein are solely those of TIEMS and those responsible for the 

different articles and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Law and Justice. It remains for the 

National Courts and ultimately the European Court of Justice to interpret the Law. Under no 

circumstances will TIEMS be liable for any direct or indirect damages arising in connection with the 

use of this newsletter. 
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Message from TIEMS President 
 

The World at Risk 
 
The following figures show the world at 
risk, and this is basis for TIEMS work 
contribing to improved resilience in 
worldwide communities. 
 

 
Ref : WorldRiskReport (WRR) 

 

 
Ref: EM-Dat, the OFDA/CRED International Disaster 

Database 

 

This issue of the Newsletter, focus on 
reports from TIEMS International activities, 
covering international conferences and 
workshops, TIEMS International Certification 
– TQC, new chapters and research activities 
TIEMS participate in. 
 

TIEMS 2019 Annual Conference 
 
TIEMS main international event this year, is 
TIEMS 2019 annual conference which takes 
place in Goyang in Korea from 12th to 15th 
November. The announcement and call for 
papers and posters is included in this 
newsletter, and the slogan for this 
conference is:  

 
“Toward the Bright Future of Safety”. 

 
The conference is organized joinly between 
TIEMS Korean Chapter and the Korean 
Society of Disaster and Security.  
 
We expect a large turnout, and this will be 
an excellent opportunity for networking 
between the international emergency 
management community and the Korean 
authority and academic sector and the 
Korean security industry, to learn from each 
other and exchange experience and make 
valuable contacts for the future. 

 
TIEMS Disaster Etichs Workshop 
 
Positionality of disaster (risk) management 
practitioners has shifted and created new 
challenges for their professional conduct, 
interactions with vulnerable and disaster-
prone/disaster-impacted communities and in 
navigating the landscape of practice in 
dealing with complex natural and technical  
disaster, to name but a few examples. This 
ever-increasing complexity and nature of the 
profession has raised the requirement of the 
disaster management practitioners to adapt 
to new situations and to manage challenging 
landscapes of competing interests. This has 
and continues to result in new ethical 
challenges that disaster risk management 
practitioners must resolve and deal with in 
the day-to-day execution of their profession.  

Therefore the aim of the workshop which 
TIEMS join with Rhodes University in 
Makhanda, Eastern Cape, South Africa 

From 20th until 21st September 2019, is to 
provide a platform for disaster ethis to  risk 
management practitioners to come together 
and discuss ethical challenges of their 
profession, and to allow academics to 
engage with practitioners on the practical 
implication of the latest research findings in 
South Africa and Africa at large that have 
ethical implications. The announcement and 
call for papers is found in the newsletter 
below. 

TIEMS International Certification – TQC 
– Test Candidates 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.worldriskreport.org/
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TIEMS continues its development of TIEMS 

International Certification – TQC, and TIEMS 

plans to present the results at TIEMS 2019 

Annual Conference in November this year.  

In order to see to it that TIEMS International 

Certification - TQC, is relevant and 

appropriate and fulfilling the needs of the 

emergency management and disaster 

response community, and that it is up-to-

date and using state-of-the-art technology, 

we have invited experienced professionals 

with different backgrounds and experience 

and from different countries, to be test 

candidates of TQC before it is opened to the 

community of professionals. Their role is to 

test the system from A to Z and give 

valuable feed-back on the quality, 

operational aspects, and relevance of this 

certification, to allow TIEMS to tune it to the 

needs of the community experts. Below in 

the newsletter is the 7 recruited test 

candidates presented. 

TIEMS New Chapters 

It is with great pleasure I can introduce 
below in the newsletter, the TIEMS France 
Chapter under establishment. This will be an 
important TIEMS chapter, which among 
others will contribute with software 
solutions for disaster preparedness, which 
can be used in TIEMS chapters worldwide.  

As TIEMS President, I will also be a speaker 
at the AFAC19 Conference in Melbourne, 
Australia end August this year, with a 
presentation on TIEMS research activities in 
EU projects since 2006;  
 
Research Activities within European Union 

Research Programs for Improving 
Preparedness and Resilience 

 
I will also be a speaker at the DMISA 2019 
conference in South Africa mid September, 
with the title: 
 
Emergency Management around the World - 

Challenges and Lessons Learned 
 

Both conferences are presented in the 
newsletter below. 

During my stay in Australia and South Africa 
this fall, I will invite to forming TIEMS 
chapters both in Australia and South Africa. 

A European HUB for Wildfire Expertise 

The project ‘European Hubs for Civil 
Protection and Crisis Management’, which is  
an EU Preparatory Action, is described in the 
newsletter below. It was adopted by the 
European Parliament to support the disaster 
preparedness in the Union and its Member 
States in the framework of the Union Civil 
Protection Mechanism (UCPM) and to better 
tackle the new challenges posed by the 
changing risk landscape in Europe. 
 
TIEMS is a subcontractor to Ecorys in this 
project, which will be concluded in February 
2020. 55 experts from all over Europe 
participated in a workshop in Rotterdam in 
June, discussing and adding value to the 
recommendations to be the result of this 
project. 

TIEMS Member Befnefits 

As a member of TIEMS, you are part of an 
international community of leaders and 
practitioners in emergency management, 
with diverse backgrounds in engineering, 
science, government, academics, military, 
and industry, working together to make the 
world a safer place. Membership affords 
unique opportunities to Learn, Serve, and 
Network. 
 
TIEMS welcome new members to work 
together with us for creating  more resileint 
communities worldwide. 
 

Have a Good reading! 
 

 

 
 

Oslo 10th July 2019 
K. Harald Drager 
TIEMS President

 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info


5                                                      TIEMS 2019 July Newsletter 

 

The International Emergency Management Society (www.tiems.org ) 
Rue Des Deux Eglises 39, B - 1000 Brussels, Belgium, Tel: +32 2 286 80 38, Fax: +32 2 286 80 39 

                                                         E-mail: secretariat@tiems.info  

TIEMS 2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN KOREA 
 

 
 

At 
KINTEX 

217-60 Kintex-ro, Ilsanseo-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do, Korea 
 

http://www.kintex.com/client/_eng/c070101/c070101_00.jsp 
 

                                                   
In cooperation with  

 
TIEMS Korea Chapter jointly with the Korean Society of Disaster & 

Security 
 

The Conference Motto is: 
 

Toward the Bright Future of Safety 
 

TIEMS 2019 Annual Conference Topics 
 
In an interconnected and interdependent world, coordination and collaboration between 
cities, provincial, national, international agencies and non-governmental organizations 
have become critical to the promotion of disaster management, disaster risk reduction and 
climate change mitigation. The TIEMS 2019 Annual Conference will explore best practices 
and emerging technologies, to facilitate the coordination of valuable resources and urban 
planning strategies to build resilient communities.   

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.kintex.com/client/_eng/c070101/c070101_00.jsp
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The main topic is: 

Toward the Bright Future of Safety 
 
Presentations from International and Korean experts will provide valuable insights and the 
interactive workshops will create an exceptional opportunity to discuss national and 
international perspectives. 
 

List of Topics (not limited to) 
 

▪ Disaster Risk Reduction  
▪ Climate change  
▪ Education in crisis and emergency management  
▪ Technology for first responders   
▪ Volunteers in disaster relief and armed conflict zones  
▪ Human factors and organizational aspects for disaster-resilient societies  
▪ Best practices  
▪ Standards & Certification  
▪ Natural disaster analysis 
▪ Environmental effect of disaster and emergency 
▪ Health and welfare aspect of disaster and emergency 
▪ Social and economic impact of disaster and emergency 
▪ Emergency response 
▪ Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosive materials (CBRNE) 

Call for Papers and Posters 
 

Please, use the following link to submit an abstract for a Paper or Poster: 
 

https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=tiems2019ac 
 

▪ Abstract submission:   August 1, 2019  
▪ Notification of acceptance:  August 15, 2019  
▪ Full paper submission:   September 15, 2019  

 

▪ Early bird registration:   September 1, 2019  

 
International Program Committee 

▪ Conference Chair - Kåre Harald DRAGER, Professor, President of The 
International Emergency Management Society TIEMS (Norway) 

▪ Co-chair – Soon-Joo Wang, Professor, Medical Doctor, Hallym University 
Medical Center (South Korea) 

▪ D.K. (Dong Keun) Yoon, Associate Professor, Yonsei University, Department 

of Urban Planning and Engineering (South Korea) 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=tiems2019ac
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▪ Guosheng QU, Professor and Director of S&T, National Earthquake Response 

Support Service (NERSS), Ministry of Emergency Management of P. R. 

China, and Vice President of TIEMS, and Expert of UNOCHA INSARAG (China)  

▪ Andre SAMBERG, Professor of Practice, Head of TIEMS Mission to Ukraine 
(Finland) 

▪ Thomas ROBERTSON, TIEMS Regional Director for North America 
▪ Jaroslav PEJCOCH, Chairman of the Board of T-Soft a.s. (Czech Republic)  
▪ Sandro BOLOGNA, TIEMS International Program Committee Chair, Past 

President of the Italian Association of Critical Infrastructure Experts AIIC 
(Italy) 

▪ Meen Bahadur Poudyal CHHETRI, Professor, President of Nepal Center for 
Disaster Management and Director of the Department of Disaster 
Management of Dhading District, Under Secretary of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, TIEMS Paper Review Committee Chair (Nepal)  

▪ Jean-Paul MONET, Lieutenant-colonel, Head of Fire District, Chief of 
Division of Bouches-du-Rhône Fire Brigade (France)  

▪ Snježana KNEZIĆ, Professor, University of Split, Faculty of Civil Engineering, 
Architecture and Geodesy (Croatia)  

▪ Young Jai LEE, Professor, Dongguk University, and Principle Investigator of 
Global DRR Technology Platform (South Korea)  

▪ George MARKOWSKY, Professor, Missouri University of Science and 
Technology, Chair of TIEMS Academy (USA) 

Local Organizing Committee 
 

▪ Ji-Hyeob Ryu, Professor, President of Hanlyo University, President of Korean 

Society of Disaster and Security  

▪ Soon-Joo Wang, Professor, Medical Doctor, Hallym University Medical 

Center, Chairman of Local Organizing Committee of Korean Society of 

Disaster and Security 

▪ Gwonhyun Ko, Professor, Dongyang University, Secretary General of Korean 

Society of Disaster and Security 

▪ Dong-Heon Kim, Ph.D. President of Disaster Safety Institute, Scientific 

Program Committee of Korean Society of Disaster and Security 

▪ Chang-Sam Jeong, Professor, Induk University, Department of Civil & 

Environmental Engineering, Scientific Program Committee of Korean Society 

of Disaster and Security 

▪ Kye-Won Jun, Professor, Kangwon National University, General 

Management/Support Committee of Korean Society of Disaster and Security 

▪ Ho-Jin Lee, Professor, Chungbuk National University, General 

Management/Support Committee of Korean Society of Disaster and Security 

▪ Moon-Se Lee, Ph.D. National Forestry Cooperative Federation, 

Finance/Treasury Committee of Korean Society of Disaster and Security 

▪ Tae-Shik Lee, Ph.D. External Cooperation/Public Relation Committee of 

Korean Society of Disaster and Security 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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▪ D.K. (Dong Keun) Yoon, Associate Professor, Yonsei University, Department 

of Urban Planning and Engineering, International Committee Chair of Korean 

Society of Disaster and Security 

Publication 

TIEMS 2019 Annual Conference presentations will be published in the TIEMS Open Access 
Proceedings on the TIEMS website, www.tiems.org . Selected papers will be invited for peer-
review publishing in an international journal. 

Preliminary Conference Program Overview 

 

Keynote Speakers 
 

Korean Keynote Speakers 
 

▪ Dr. Sangseom Jeong; “Adaptation technology of infrastructure 
under climate change” 

 

Sangseom Jeong is a professor of Yonsei University, an 

immediately past president of Korean Geotechnical Society (KGS), 

a vice chair of TC212 (Deep foundations) in ISSMGE (International 

Society of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering), a chair 

of Asian TC-18 (Mega Foundations), a president of GIT4CC center. 

The main field of expertise is mega foundation of long span 

bridges and high-rise buildings, LRFD, pile foundation, deep 

excavation, landslides, debris-flow and slope stability. He is a 

passionate researcher of pile, drilled shafts deep foundation, landslide assessment and 

innovative engineer with proven leadership in management of a wide variety of national 

and international projects.  

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.tiems.org/
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 He has authored and served as a reviewer for many geotechnical journals. He has co-

edited 15 national geotechnical engineering text books and authored about 87 SCI 

articles in major reputable international journals, 140 national journals, 83 international 

conference papers, 80 technical consulting reports and 50 patents in deep and shallow 

foundations, excavation and landslides and debris flow. 

▪ Dr. Sangjun Im; “Engineering Design Considerations for Small 
Debris-Flow Mitigation Structures” 

 
Dr. Sangjun IM is a professor of Department of Forest Sciences, 
Seoul National University, Korea. He has served as the advisory 
board member of Urban Biodiversity & Design (URBIO), deputy 
coordinate of International Consortium of Landslides (ICL) network, 
and division board member of International Union of Forest 
Research organizations (IUFRO). He also worked as vice president of 
Korean Society of Environmental Restoration Technology, and 
Korean Society of Forest Engineering. 
 

The main interest of his research is the hydrologic and hydraulic processes of landslide and 
associated debris flow on forested terrain and steep torrents. He has served as a reviewer 
for many scientific journals, and also a member of editorial board for Landslides 
(Springer), Landscape Ecological Engineering (Springer) and other journals. He published 
about 40 articles in high indexed journal, 100 papers for journals, and delivered many 
presentations in international conferences on forest hydrology, landslide and debris flow, 
and forest influences.  

 

▪ Dr. Ja-Yeong Gu; “Current status and tasks of marine disasters 
management in Korea” 

 
Gu, Ja Young, the current Commander of Central Region 
Korea Coast Guard Head-Quarters has served Korea Coast 
Guard for 22 years and have been entitled Commander of 
West Region Korea Coast Guard Head-Quarters, Chief of 
Pyeong-Taek and Po-Hang Korea Coast Guard Station. He also 
has served in major position at the Korea Coast Guard Head-
Quarters as the Director General of Equipment & Technology 
Bureau, Director of Audit and Inspection Division, Korea Coast 
Guard Spokesman. 

 
Completing education at Korea Maritime University, he is 

profound with maritime environment as well as achieving great knowledge in maritime 
shipping and logistics during his overseas study in Japan. He also has accumulated 
experience in various fields such as Planning, Performance management, Situation Plan 
and control and so forth. Gu, Ja young is a leader who has a reasonable organizational 
management philosophy and a person with a warm sensitivity whom enjoys solving 
numerous issues by proactive communication approach. 

 

▪ Dr. Seok Hong Lee; “Safety Issues in Construction Market 
Facing Industry 4.0.” 

 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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In January 2015, Dr. Seok Hong Lee was appointed to the position of 

CTO as a Senior Vice President for Hyundai E&C in Korea, after 

serving for nearly 20 years in the company. He has taken full 

control of R&D activities in Hyundai E&C since then. He leads the 

R&D Division not only in developing novel technologies but also 

building an R&D paradigm innovation system for creating 

sustainable and higher value. Marquis who’s who in the world has 

nominated him for construction technology development and 

contribution to the construction industry. Following upon the launch of the NTU-Hyundai 

Urban System Centre, supported by EDB, at Nanyang Technological University of 

Singapore in January 2016, his role was extended to the Chairman of the joint R&D 

centre. He has also served as a member of Industrial Advisory Board at NEWRI (Nanyang 

Environment & Water Research Institute) since March in 2019. He is also in pursuit of 

more R&D collaboration with Singapore government agencies such as JTC Corporation. In 

2015, Presidential Medal for Industry was awarded to Dr. Lee by Korean government for 

great achievement in construction sector.  

 

In October 1995, he commenced working for Advanced Material R&D Team in Hyundai 

E&C, and led the research on concrete, asphalt, road pavement and Intelligent Transport 

Systems for many years. In 2011 he became a Team Leader of R&D Planning & Strategy 

Team. Whilst in the team he focused on business creation-type R&D activities, and laid 

the groundwork for innovative global R&D. At the beginning of 2013 he was transferred to 

Energy & Environment R&D Group, rising to the position of Director for the R&D Group’s 

operations in the renewable energy, desalination and water & environment technology 

sectors.  
 

 
International Keynote Speakers 
 
We are in the process of recruiting international keynote speakers. 
 

Workshops 
 

▪ Workshop 1: Chaired by Dr. Yong Jai Lee, Korea 

ICT Practices on Disaster management 

Case Studies related to IoT/smart factory, Cloud service, Big Data analysis, AR/VR 
will be introduced. It is expected that 4-5 Korean companies will present. Q&A and 
Discussions 
 

 
▪ Workshop 2: Chaired by Dr. Sandro Bologna, Italy 

 
TIEMS International Certification – TQC 

 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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An update of the TQC concept, TQC functional requirements and 
implementation of TQC software platform - experience and further plans. 
Q&A and Discussions. 

 
Two more workshops are in planning. 

 
Venue 

KINTEX 
217-60 Kintex-ro, Ilsanseo-gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do, Korea 

 

http://www.kintex.com/client/_eng/c070101/c070101_00.jsp 

Contact 

Conference questions should be e-mailed to: 

D.K. Yoon at dkyoon@yonsei.ac.kr 

Exhibition 

The international emergency management industries are welcome to exhibit their 
products, systems and solutions for improved resilience, and arrange local workshops for 
demonstrations. 

Registration and Payment 

TIEMS 2019 Annual Conference Registration Fees 

Registration Type Early Bird 
Until September 

1st 2019 

September 2nd –  
November 12th, 

2019 

On 
registration 

TIEMS Member 200 USD 250 USD 300 USD 

Non TIEMS Member 250 USD 300 USD 350 USD 

Government/Military/NGO 150 USD 200 USD 250 USD 

Active Student 100 USD 125 USD 150 USD 

Korean Local 
Resident 

100,000 KRW 125,000 KRW 150,000 
KRW 

Exhibition Space  
(6 m2)1 

1500 USD 1500 USD 1500 USD 

1. Exhibition Space Registration includes one full personnel registration 
2. Registration fee includes one year TIEMS membership fee 
3. No refund of registration fee after October 1st 2019 
4. Registration fee includes access to the full conference program, lunch and coffee every day, 

social events, gala dinner, tour, conference paper program and conference proceedings on 
an USB 

5. Volunteer options are available! 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.kintex.com/client/_eng/c070101/c070101_00.jsp
mailto:dkyoon@yonsei.ac.kr
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There will be arranged a TIEMS Gala Dinner on Wednesday 13th November 2019, and more 
details of this event will be given shortly. TIEMS accepts payment with PayPal, Credit 
Cards (Visa, Master Card and American Express) and Bank Transfer to TIEMS Account. 
 
Please, use the following link for registration and payment: 

 

http://www.tiems.info/index.php/events-reg-pay/tiems-2019-annual-conference 
 

TIEMS 2019 SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES 
 
Enhance your business exposure and on-site awareness with one of our following 
sponsorship packages: 

 

                                             SPONSOR LEVEL 
  

                 SPONSOR BENEFITS 

Bronze 
2,000 
USD 

Silver 
4,000 
USD 

Gold 
6,000 
USD 

Recognition on Conference Program and Pre-

conference Announcements  

X X X 

Recognition in TIEMS Newsletter (4 issues per year) X X X 

Recognition on TIEMS web site (for 12 months) 
 

X X 

Recognition on TIEMS Conference web- site for 6 

months (Preceding the Conference) 

 
X X 

One quarter page Advertisement Space in TIEMS 

Newsletter (4 issues per year) 

X 
  

One half page Advertisement Space in TIEMS 

Newsletter (4 issues per year) 

 
X 

 

One page Advertisement Space in TIEMS Newsletter (4 

issues per year) 

  
X 

Sponsor insert in Participant Handout/Bag at 

Conference  

 
X X 

One Exhibition Space for Presentations at Conferences  X X X 

One Sponsor-provided Banner at Conference  
  

X 

One Complementary Registration*) at TIEMS Annual 

Conference  

X 
  

Two Complementary Registrations*) at TIEMS Annual 

Conference 

 
X 

 

Three Complementary Registrations*) at TIEMS Annual 

Conference 

  
X 

 

For interest, please,  

contact TIEMS President: khdrager@online.no  
or conference Host: D.K. Yoon at dkyoon@yonsei.ac.kr 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
http://www.tiems.info/index.php/events-reg-pay/tiems-2019-annual-conference
mailto:khdrager@online.no
mailto:dkyoon@yonsei.ac.kr
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HOTELS  
 
The MVL hotel is located very close to the conference venue, KIMTEX, see below link: 
 
https://www.mvlhotel.com/daemyung.mvl.goyang.eng.main.ds/dmparse.dm  
 
The Korean chapter will ask the hotel to reserve a block of rooms for conference 
participants.  
 
KINTEX provides some additional accommodation information in Seoul in their website. 
 
http://www.kintex.com/client/_eng/c040201/c040201_01.jsp 
 
But most hotels are not located close to KINTEX except the MVL Hotel.  
 
However, there are many local hotels near KINTEX less than 100 US$ per night 
 
More information will be given later. 
 

TIEMS/KOREAN HOST SECRETARIAT 
 
CALL US 
+32 2286 8038 
 
FIND US 
 
Rue Des Deux Eglises 39, 1000 
Brussels, Belgium 

 
EMAIL US: 
 
Secretariat@tiems.info 
 
2019 TIEMS Host Point of Contact:  

D.K. Yoon at dkyoon@yonsei.ac.kr

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tiems.org/
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
https://www.mvlhotel.com/daemyung.mvl.goyang.eng.main.ds/dmparse.dm
http://www.kintex.com/client/_eng/c040201/c040201_01.jsp
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
mailto:dkyoon@yonsei.ac.kr
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TIEMS 2019 DISASTER ETHICS WORKSHOP IN SOUTH AFRICA  
 

                                                                                    

Rhodes University, Makhanda, South Africa, in collaboration with The International 

Emergency Management Society, Stenden South Africa and the South African Department of 

Rural Development and Land Reform invite you to participate in 

 

The 1st Eastern Cape workshop on Ethics in Disaster Situations 

 
to take place at 

 

Rhodes University in Makhanda, Eastern Cape, South Africa 

From 20th until 21st September 2019. 

 

 
 

 

Background to the workshop 

The number of disasters have been on the rise around the world in recent decades. In addition, 

the impacts and perturbations that disasters cause to the normal functioning of the social and 

ecological systems have been increasing in complexity and scope. The increased incidence of 

disaster events and their related outcomes have resulted in the shift of the focus from the 

response and recovery of the disaster management cycle, to the preparedness and mitigation 

phases of the same cycle in the practice of disaster management. Policy frameworks, systems 

of disaster (risk) management and the execution of all four stages of the disaster management 
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cycle are still highly relevant, but the scope of practice of the disaster management 

practitioners has been broadened and become more complicated. The community of 

stakeholders, that are pertinent to the execution of the four stages of the disaster management 

cycle, has also expanded substantially. Governmental and non-governmental stakeholders 

play an important role in the disaster risk management and reduction. 

Positionality of disaster (risk) management practitioners has shifted and created new 

challenges for their professional conduct, interactions with vulnerable and disaster-

prone/disaster-impacted communities and in navigating the landscape of practice in dealing 

with complex/Natech disaster, to name but a few examples. This ever-increasing complexity 

and nature of the profession has raised the requirement of the disaster management 

practitioners to adapt to new situations and to manage challenging landscapes of competing 

interests. This has and continues to result in new ethical challenges that disaster (risk) 

management practitioners must resolve and deal with in the day-to-day execution of their 

profession. Therefore the aim of the workshop is to provide a platform for disaster (risk) 

management practitioners to come together and discuss ethical challenges of their profession, 

to allow academics to engage with practitioners on the practical implication of the latest 

research findings in South Africa and Africa at large that have ethical implications.  

The organising committee of the 1st Eastern Cape workshop on Ethics in Disaster Situations 

invites submission of abstracts for oral and poster presentations on the following topics: 

- Role of disaster and societal challenges in Africa 

- Ethical issues related to natural resource management in Africa 

- Ethical issues and challenges in land management in Africa 

- Ethical issues and challenges in disaster vulnerability 

- Role of international organisations in setting standards of ethical conduct in 

emergency and disaster (risk) management 

- Crisis management and professional ethics in public health 

- Gender mainstreaming in disaster (risk) management 

- Ethics and food security in Africa 

- Ethics and development planning in Africa 

Organizing committee 

K. Harald Drager (President of the International Emergency Management Society, Brussels, 

Belgium) 

Associate Professor Roman Tandlich, PhD (Faculty of Pharmacy, Rhodes University, South 

Africa and the Regional Director for Africa of the International Emergency Management 

Society; the primary contact person for all workshop-related queries) 

Associate Professor Joanna Dames (Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology, Rhodes 

University, South Africa) 

Dr. Shelley Edwards (Department of Zoology and Entomology, Rhodes University, South 

Africa) 

Dr. Lausanne Olvitt (Environmental Learning Research Centre, Faculty of Education, Rhodes 

University, South Africa)  

Dr. Nelson Odume (Institute for Water Research, Rhodes University, South Africa) 

Professor C. Sunitha Srinivas, PhD (Visiting Professor, Rhodes University, South Africa)   

Dr. Siviwe Shwababa (South Africa Department of Rural Development and Land Reform, 

South Africa) 
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mailto:secretariat@tiems.info


16                                                      TIEMS 2019 July Newsletter 

 

The International Emergency Management Society (www.tiems.org ) 
Rue Des Deux Eglises 39, B - 1000 Brussels, Belgium, Tel: +32 2 286 80 38, Fax: +32 2 286 80 39 

                                                         E-mail: secretariat@tiems.info  

Dr. Rene Oosthuizen (Academic Dean, School of Disaster Management, Stenden South 

Africa, South Africa) 

Dr. Des M. Pyle (Department of Geography, Rhodes University, South Africa) 

Mr. Gbenga Morenjiki (Federal University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria) 

Mr. Siyanda Manqele (Ethics Office/Research Office, Rhodes University, South Africa)   

 

Deadlines and important dates 

Call for abstracts issued 13th June 2019 

Last day for the submission of abstracts 05th July 2019 

Acceptance or rejection of abstracts 

communicated to the applicants 

20th July 2019 

Deadline for registration 31st August 2019 

Workshop  20th September 2019 

Excursion to disaster management facilities 

around the Eastern Cape 

21st September 2019 

 

Guidelines for abstract submission and formatting 

All abstracts should be submitted via email to roman.tandlich@gmail.com or 

tiemsafrica@gmail.com.  

All abstracts must be submitted as a single file in Ms Word format (2007 or later) and single 

spacing should be used throughout the abstract file. 

Title of the abstract should clearly define the topic of the abstract and should be centred on 

top of the page in Times New Roman font size 14 and in bold capital letters. 

One empty line in Times New Roman font size 12 should follow the title. 

Affiliations of the authors should be listed next in the text of the abstract in Times New 

Roman font size 10 and the text of the authors’ affiliations should be justified. 

Body of text of the abstract should follow next in Times New Roman font size 12 and 

justified. The length of the abstract should not exceed 300 words.        

The body of the abstract should be followed by 3-5 keywords that capture the topic and the 

content of the abstract. 

 

Registration 

No registration fee will apply for participating by authors/presenters of accepted abstracts. All 

participants will be responsible for their own travel arrangements and expenses, as well as 

their own accommodation arrangements and expenses. Each presenter will be provided with 

an electronic copy of the book of abstracts. Refreshments and light lunches will be provided 

during the workshop to all participants. Space is limited and more details about the 

registration procedure to follow soon. 
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TIEMS INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION – TQC TEST 
CANDIDATES 

 

TIEMS International Certification – TQC 

Test Candidates 

Introduction 

 
TIEMS believes that education and training are key to improved resilience 
worldwide. TIEMS is therefore offering a comprehensive international education, 
training and certification program. TIEMS wants to promote an internationally 
shared understanding of emergency management elements, systems, qualifications, 
and terminology, and this is embedded in TIEMS TQC Certification, or the full 
name: TIEMS TQC International Certification – Operations and Good Practise.  
  

TQC stands for – TIEMS QIEDM Certification where QIEMD is "Qualifications in International 
Emergency and Disaster Management". 

 

In the future it will be named TIEMS International Certification or only TQC when 
referred to. 

TIEMS motto is: 

 Preparedness Saves Lives! 
 

TIEMS International Certification will be ready for the first Candidates at the end of 

2019.  

Test Candidates 

In order to see to it that TIEMS International Certification - TQC, is relevant and 

appropriate and fulfilling the needs of the emergency management and disaster 

response community, and that it is up-to-date and using state-of-the-art 

technology, we have invited experienced professionals with different backgrounds 

and experience and from different countries, to be test candidates of TQC before it 

is opened to the community of professionals. Their role is to test the system from A 

to Z and give valuable feed-back on the quality, operational aspects, and relevance 

of this certification, to allow TIEMS to tune it to the needs of community experts. 

The present Test Candidates are: 

1. Larry Porter, USA 

2. Gbenga Morenikeji, Nigeria 

3. Naill Momani, Jordan 

4. Ji (Jack) Zhang, China 

5. Amardeep Bhardwaj, India 

6. Roman Tandlich, South Africa 

7. Desiree Beekharry, Australia 

 

We plan to recruit more Test Candidates from other countries. 

The Test candidate’s brief bios with picture follow. 
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LARRY A. PORTER, PH.D., CEM®,  
COLONEL (RETIRED) USA                     

 
  

Dr. Porter retired in 2003 from the Army National Guard (ARNG) with just under 
34 years of service, ending with 18 years of Federal Active Guard/Reserve (AGR) 
service. He began his military service (M-Day) as an Infantry officer in 
Massachusetts, changing to Combat Engineer in Maine. He went on Title 10 AGR 
in 1985 with duty assignments in ROTC at University of Maine; Automation Officer 
at ARNG HQ in Virginia; Reserve Component support at Fort Drum, NY; Senior 
Reserves Advisor to the Iceland Defense Force in Iceland; and deputy division 

chief at ARNG Operations Division at ARNG Headquarters. He was part of the standup of Joint 
Task Force – Civil Support (JTF-CS) in Norfolk, VA. His last duty assignment was as the first 
National Guard (NG) Liaison Officer to FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency), where 
his interest in emergency management as a follow-on career was stimulated. 
  
He earned a Ph.D. in Engineering Management in May 2010 (concentration in Emergency 
Management) from The George Washington University’s Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk 
Management (ICDRM). His research focused on Defense Support of Civil Authorities (DSCA), 
specifically on differences in National Guard and Department of Defense support to local 
emergency managers. His advisor was John R. Harrald, Ph.D. Dr. Porter was awarded Certified 
Emergency Manager (CEM®) by the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) in 
2006, recertified in 2011 & 2016, and he has been active in several IAEM committees/caucuses: 
Training and Education Committee, Marketing and Membership Committee, and the Uniformed 
Services Caucus. He is a past chair of the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee.  
 
He worked for the Headquarters U.S. Air Force Homeland Operations Division, Civil Support 
Branch, in a civilian position at Bolling AFB, as a Consequence Management Program Analyst, 
during June 2011 – August 2012. The branch writes, revises, and vets USAF policy, guidance, and 
instructions in the areas of homeland security and defense support of civil authorities. Dr. 
Porter has been course developing and teaching master’s degree courses online (Adjunct 
Associate Professor) for over a dozen years. He last instructed for the University of Maryland 
University College, and has also worked for Arkansas Tech University, Colorado Technical 
University, The George Washington University, and Norwich University’s online School of 
Graduate and Continuing Studies.  
 
Dr. Porter is currently president of the Council for the Accreditation of Emergency Management 
Education (CAEME), an organization in existence for about 15 years that has established peer-
reviewed emergency management education standards, and assesses and accredits college and 
university emergency management education programs. Website: www.caeme.education 
  
Dr. Porter resides in High Point, North Carolina, USA. 
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 Gbenga Morenikeji,  
Disaster and Environmental Risk Expert,         

Minna University, Nigeria                   
  

 
 

Gbenga Morenikeji is a Disaster and Environmental Risk expert. He is currently a 
Co-coordinator for Information and Policy advocacy and Research and 
Development units at the Centre for Disaster Risk Management and Development 
Studies, and doubles as an academic staff at the department of Estate 
Management at the Federal University of Technology Minna.  

He is a Fellow of Disaster Resilience Leadership Academy and Fellow of the Institute of Global 
Facilities Management. He has presented technical papers on: Community Engagement and 
Mainstreaming Awareness and Preparedness for Emergency at Local Levels during the APELL side 
event at the Environment and Emergencies Forum held at United Nation House, Kenya, in 2017; 
and Hazard and Risk Identification in Nigeria, delivered at the 2016 1st Africa UNEP Awareness 
and Preparedness for Emergency at Local Level train-the-trainers held at the United Nations 
house, Ethiopia, in 2016 and during the Africa-Arab platform in Tunis, 2018.  

Gbenga was the Desk officer, FUT, Minna, University of Tulane, USA collaboration on 
Strengthening Leadership in Disaster Resilience Program. He is the current Chairman of the 
Committee on DRR Volunteer Club, (Minna); Secretary, Journal of Disaster Risk Management; 
Secretary, Niger State joint DRR School quiz committee; and  Coordinator West Africa Disaster 
Resilience Leadership Fellows Network.  

He has served as UNEP Webinar Panellist on ‘Sharing Experience on implementing APELL”; 
Organizing team member for the 2017 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction Plenary 1 -
2016; UNEP Webinar Panellist on Typical Risk Assessment Methods: Practical way to conduct 
Community Risk Vulnerability Assessments, 2016; and Member of the Drafting Group (DG) for " 
Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction guide on technological / manmade hazards, 
Chaired by UNISDR/UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit from October, 2016.  

He is a member of Network of Land Governance Researchers in Africa (NELGRA) and Network of 
Excellence for Land Governance in Africa (NELGA). Gbenga is currently the Africa Region Focal 
Point for the UNEP/APELL programme. 
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Naill Momani, Ph.D, 
Associate Professor 

Jordan 
  

Dr Naill Momani is Associate Professor of Management within School of Logistic 
and Management at German Jordanian University in Jordan.  He is a highly 
experienced and capable academic with an impressive track record of teaching, 
leadership, publication and training delivery within industry span over 15 years 
since 2002.  Dr Naill has held the Program Chair for Integrated Emergency 
Management and Business Continuity Management Department at Rabdan 

Academy in Abu Dhabi, UAE; he was a founding member of the Prince Megrin Chair for Crisis 
Management and Research Unit Director at King Abul Aziz University (KAU) in Saudi Arabia, at 
which he was also instrumental in establishing the 1st Master’s degree in Crises Management in 
Saudi Arabia at KAU.   
 
Furthermore, he was Department Chair, Crisis Management Committee Chair, and member of 
the Academic Council at the Hashemite University (HU) in Jordan.  He has developed and 
delivered more than 15 courses, which are currently taught at KAU, HU and RA within MBA, 
EMBA, and in distance learning programs.  Courses include business continuity management, 
crises and emergency management, risk management, environmental management, total quality 
management, research methodologies, MIS, organizational behaviour, project management, 
production and operations management, amongst others. Dr Naill supervised one Ph.D. thesis 
and several MBA thesis during his work at KAU.  
 
Dr Naill is also an approved and experienced Business Continuity Institute (BCI) trainer.  Previous 
clients include the World Bank, the Arabian Gulf University in Bahrain, and Jeddah municipality 
and the Makkah Disaster Management Centre in Saudi Arabia; along with the Jordanian Civil 
Defence and Ministry of Interior.  Other selected clients include General Executive Secretary 
Council (GESC) in Abu Dhabi, NESA (National Electronic Security Authority), Department of 
Economic Development (DED) the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Dr Naill holds a BSc in Civil 
Engineering the University of Jordan and a PhD in Engineering Management, Crisis, Risk and 
Emergency Management from the George Washington University in the Unites States of America.  
He has an extensive publications record with more than 30 peer-reviewed articles to date.  He 
has also been interviewed several times on TV and within print media and has worked with 
numerous international organizations, governments and agencies, most notably the United 
Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR).   
 

Dr Naill is a frequent participant on international scientific committees and workshops and has 
given more than 100 talks as a guest and key-note speaker around the world.  This includes 
active membership of the Environmental Society of Jordan, guest editor and editorial board 
member and reviewer for international peer reviewed journals such as The International 
Emergency Management Journal, selected as ADEC (Abu Dhabi Education Council) external 
reviewer, and Co-Chair for The International Emergency Management Society (TIEMS) Middle-
East and North Africa (MENA) Chapter.  
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Ji (Jack) Zhang, Ph.D, 
President of DoraPower 

China 
  

Dr. Ji (Jack) Zhang is the President of Beijing DoraPower Technologies Company 
and board member for several corporations in China. He has a Ph.D of 
management from China Academy of Sciences, MBA from Peking University and 
BE of Electrical Engineering & BS of Applied Mathematics from Tsinghua 
University. Dr. Zhang has abundant working experiences in the industry of 
Emergency Management and Disaster Risk Reduction, especially in the CCDRR 
education for campus students in the form of arts. 
 

Dr. Zhang is the undertaker of the Emergency Response System (ERS) research project for the 
State Council of China, the consulting member of Beijing Emergency Management Expert Group, 
the chief designer for the ERS platform of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, the production base 
CEO of the Film, TV, Audio and Video Center of the China National School of Administration, and 
the project taker of “Future School 2030” of the Ministry of Education of PRC. He has published 
extensively and is a member of various leading professional and scientific organizations, 
including the Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society, the Organization for the 
Advancement of Structured Information Standards and the PSC Europe Forum. Dr. Zhang is 
presently the Treasurer of The International Emergency Management Society (TIEMS) and the VP 
of TIEMS China Chapter. 
 
Dr. Zhang leverages international standards for children’s safety education such as CSS and 
PPDRR Key Messages drafted by the UNDP, UNISDR and STC into practices in China and creates 
“A+CCDRR” which stands for “Art + Child-Centered Disaster Risk Reduction”. It provides 
comprehensive children-oriented and school-based education services for disaster prevention 
and mitigation in the form of arts including “A+CCDRR” drama competitions, stage lectures, 
courses, extracurricular activities and films. “A+CCDRR” aims for resilience improvement for the 
0.21 billion Chinese students of elementary and middle schools, who can take part in these 
activities with personal performance on safety-education stage plays and watch safety TV shows 
and movies. DoraPower also provides tools and practical services for campus risk assessment and 
student preparedness improvement. 
 
Based on the experience of A+CCDRR, Dorapower has produced a safety-education film called 
“My Great Mother”, which is the first film on campus safety education in China and has 
received strong support from the Chinese Academy of Governance, Ministry of Education of PRC, 
Ministry of Emergency Management of PRC, Central Committee of the Communist Youth League, 
China National Arts Fund, UNDP, Beijing Normal University, Harvard University and others. The 
film is expected to be released in the movie theaters in China during summer vacation of 2019. 
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Major General Amardeep Bhardwaj 
                                Transformationalist, India 

CORE COMPETENCY 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL 
TRANSFORMATION THROUGH 

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP  
 
 

 

SKILLS & COMPETENCIES 

 

• Envisioning, Ideation & Creative Thinking  

• Strategizing, Senior Level Decision Making 

• Senior Management & Administration 

• Leading Academic/Training Institutions   

 

SPECIALISATIONS  

 

• Leadership 

• HR & Resource Management/Development 

• Disaster / Emergency Management  

• International Relations, Defense & Security 

•  Academic Excellence & Pedagogy  

• Leadership & Transformation Driver 

• Strategist – Advisor - Consultant  

• Ideator / Innovator / Creative Thinker 

• Head: Academic (Training) Institution 

• Member: Think Tank / Knowledge Hub 

• Independent Director 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

• All-India Management Association 

• International Emergency Management Society 

• United Services Institutions of India 

 

 ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

▪ Empowered and Transformed 
four large- scale & three 
medium-scale defense 
organizations to give 
phenomenally improved output. 
Transformations included 
direction/ goal-setting, process 
re-engineering, structural 
changes, work-redefinition and 
optimization of manpower, 
financial as well as other 
resources. In the current 
position, transformed the DSSC 
to bring it at par with the 
world’s best military institutes.  

▪ Member: Board of Examiners for 
PhD, Madras University & Centre 
for Strategy, USI  

▪ Lectured at International 
Conferences at Osaka, Japan 
(2017), Beijing, China (2016), 
Ales, France (2011) & Berlin, 
Germany (2010) 

▪ Awarded twice by the Army for 
Intellectual Acumen & Academic 
Excellence (Distinguished Service 
Awards).   

REFERENCES 

• Brig (Dr.) B D Mishra (Retd), 
Governor Arunachal Pradesh 

•  Mr Bijender Kumar Punia,  

   Vice-Chancellor  

   Maharshi Dayanand University  

•  Lieutenant General Ranbir Singh, 

   AVSM**, YSM, SM, General  
Officer Commander-in-Chief, 
Northern Command 
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Roman Tandlich, Ph.D, 
Associate Professor 

Rhodes University, South Africa 
  

Roman Tandlich was elected TIEMS Regional Director for Africa, and he is in the 
process of arranging the first TIEMS workshop in South Africa on the topic 
Disaster Ethics in September 2019. In this workshop will also be informed about 
TIEMS organization and worldwide activities. It will be proposed establishing a 
TIEMS South Africa Chapter. This chapters will thebe building up TIEMS activity 
in South Africa, and invite the emergency management and disaster response 
experts in South Africa joining TIEMS worldwide network of experts. The TIEMS 

International Certification – TQC, will be promoted in South Africa through the TIEMS South 
Africa Chapter. 

As a part of the TQC Curriculum, Roman will develop and make available a course on Disaster 
Ethics. 

Roman Tandlich is originally from Slovakia where he completed his education up to Masters 
level. This occurred in 1998 and his background was originally in Biotechnology. He then 
continued on to complete his PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences at North Dakota State University 
in Fargo, USA. After two postdoctoral fellowships, Roman joined the Faculty of Pharmacy at 
Rhodes University in South Africa in 2008. He has been with the same department since then 
and has recently been promoted there to the rank of Associate Professor. He has expertise in 
public health, water and sanitation and Disaster ethics. 

Roman Tandlich has been working in the field of emergency and disaster management since 

2011. With background in biotechnology, Roman Tandlich got involved in the development of 

low-cost and decentralised sanitation technologies. During the rollout of one such technology, 

policy and technical skills shortages at local government level. This resulted in the shift of focus 

of Roman Tandlich's research towards disaster management approaches towards shift action to 

address water, sanitation and hygiene challenges in developing countries. This has led to the 

development of new teaching and research tools to deal with public health, disaster risk 

reduction and Development.  
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Desiree Beekharry, DPM 

Utilisation Program Manager for the Bushfire and Natural Hazards 
CRC, Australia 

  

Dr Desiree Beekharry is the Utilisation Program Manager for the Bushfire and 
Natural Hazards CRC. The CRC’s mission is to ensure the Australian 
communities’ resilience to natural hazards. Dr Desiree Beekharry’s remit is to 
ensure that the high level research which are conducted in consultation with 
the emergency services sector are fit-for-purpose and are adopted by the 
various emergency services agencies. Dr Beekharry currently manages a 
research workforce across Australia and New Zealand of over 60 projects. She 

comes from a long event, project and program management career in several countries 
including UK, USA, France, Germany, Spain and Switzerland. Her 2 professional passions are 
Project Management and Disaster Management – especially Risk in Disaster Management. Dr 
Beekharry is also a tutor and supervisor for the Master of Project Management Program at the 
University of South Australia and Torrens University. She is a qualified and experienced ESOL 
and French teacher, Conflict Negotiations trainer and facilitator.  
 
Mauritian born, Dr Desiree Beekharry’s first ‘contact’ with a natural hazard was living through a 
Category 5 cyclone. That experience at the age of 8 has left a lasting picture in her mind of the 
forlorn look in people’s eyes as they surveyed the aftermath of such a disaster. She has wanted 
to contribute to disaster resilience since. 
 
Dr Beekharry’s experience in disaster management comes from working with the UN as an 
Emergency Travel and Conferences Coordinator; for the South Australian Fire & Emergency 
Services Commission where she performed Risk Assessments, Risk Mitigation and Treatments 
activities on various zones for Flood, Earthquake, Heatwave, Bushfire (Wildfire), Extreme storm, 
escape of Hazardous Materials, Animal & Plant Disease, Urban Fire and Storm surge. Desiree was 
also member of the CARE team at American Airlines. 
 
Qualifications: 
BA in Tourism Management, Master of Project Management & Doctor of Project Management 
Professional memberships: PMI, APM & AIPM 
 
Her Master’s thesis is titled: Risk in Emergency Management: Decision making in low-
probability, high consequence risks when faced with uncertainties 
 
Her doctoral thesis is titled: Applying Agile Project Management Methodology to Natural 
Disaster Projects 
 
Desiree lives in Adelaide, SA, Australia with husband Marc, son Ricky, dog Cookie and cat 
Chairman Mao. Her regular activities are: Squash, badminton, running, Tai Chi, Taiko, cooking, 
carpentry.  
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TIEMS NEW CHAPTERS  
 

Based on below letter from the French TIEMS members, TIEMS Board of Directors, accepted 
forming TIEMS France Chapter, and the new TIEMS France Chapetr being the host of TIEMS 2020 
Annual Conference, to be held in Marseilles, 14 – 17 October 2020. 
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A EUROPEAN EXPERT HUB FOR WILDFIRE EXPERTISE 
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E-CITIJENS CIVIL PROTECTION EMERGENCY DSS 
 

 
 

E-CITIJENS Civil Protection Emergency DSS based on CITIzen Journalism to ENhance Safety of Adriatic 
Basin 
 
The 2,5 year project aims at enhancing the capacity of Italian and Croatian Civil Protection systems to 
reduce natural and man-made risks by means of advanced “social media based” emergency management 
tools. Citizens are directly involved in awareness raising activities and in virtual communities on risk 
management. The goal will be meet through cross-border cooperation by implementing the following 
actions:  
 

• strengthening Civil Protection (including Coast Guard) chain of command in both countries; 

• building an open communication channel for risk events. 
 

Civil Protection’s functionalities in crisis situations will be improved by establishing Crossborder Functional 
Centers in each country equipped with an advanced and efficient decision support system in order to 
monitor risks more efficiently, manage emergencies and coordinate involved forces during disasters and 
emergencies. 
 
The newly establish communication channel will be updated in real time by collecting and using citizens’ 
information voluntarily provided via social media (citizen journalism) to report hazardous situations and 
events and their progress.  
 
Moreover, the abovementioned goal will be sought by promoting cross border policies that can harmonize 
and improve both countries’ current legislations on risk management and their overall efficiency. 
 
One of the most challenging parts will be the inclusion of citizens through social media. The use of social 
media in disaster an emergency management has been the hot topic for a long time. The key issue is the 
trustworthiness of the information posted by citizens and how to efficiently integrate them into the 
emergency operations. Apparently, the communication has to be two-way, from civil protection service to 
citizens and vice versa, fostering citizens to be as responsible as possible when tweet about emergency 
situations. The solution in the project will still rely on human judgment and gathered posts from social 
media will be checked by emergency operators. The valid tweets will be used by commanders during the 
decision-making operations. 
 
Taking into account the fact that civil protection centers in both countries have to oblige to their national 
laws and operational procedures, the new system will be supplement to the established ones being a 
support during interventions and early warning. 
 

 
 
E-CITIJENS team gathered during the kick-off meeting in Molise region, Italy 
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AFAC19 CONFERENCE IN MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 
 

Research Activities within European Union Research Programs for 

Improving Preparedness and Resilience 

By  

K. Harald Drager1, Sandro Bologna2, Snježana Knezić3, and Thomas Robertson4 

www.tiems.org  

 

Abstract 

TIEMS is an international not for profit NGO, registered in Belgium, operating in its 26th year. 

TIEMS has chapters in 14 countries around the world and is in the process of establishing three 

new chapters this year. TIEMS activities comprise international conferences and workshops; 

research and development activities; and education, training and certification programs. 

TIEMS’s slogan is: Preparedness saves lives. 

Since 2006 TIEMS has participated as a consortium partner in EU R&D programs to improve 

emergency preparedness. In addition, TIEMS experts have been members of user groups and 

advisory boards for a variety of other EU projects focusing on preparedness in Europe and 

worldwide. Most recently this work has been  supported by the EU Horizon 2020 program, which 

will have invested 100 billion Euro in R&D by the end of  2020.  

Four EU projects where TIEMS has been a consortium partner are: NARTUS (addressing important 

public safety communication issues); ASSET (improving trust between authorities and the public 

for pandemics and epidemics); HERACLES (protecting cultural heritage sites from climate 

change), and DG ECHO Wildfire HUB (establishing an expert HUB in Europe to support wildfire 

fighting and to serve as a prototype for additional expert HUB’s for other disasters in Europe). 

This paper summarizes the approaches developed by these programs to improve emergency 

preparedness.  

TIEMS has also launched its own internal R&D project to develop a curriculum and on-line 

system for TIEMS International Certification – TQC, which aims to become an internationally 

recognized certification of qualifications in global emergency management. This paper describes 

the structure and operational aspects of this project . 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 TIEMS President, Norway 
2 Italian Association of Critical Infrastructure Experts, Italy 
3 University of Split, Croatia 
4 Thinking Teams, USA 
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2019 DISASTER MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE FOR SOUTH AFRICA 
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NEXT TIEMS NEWSLETTER 
 

The next TIEMS Newsletter is planned for June 2019 
 

TIEMS issues its electronic newsletter quarterly, and it is distributed to more than  

100 000 experts worldwide, with articles on global emergency and disaster management events 

and activities, TIEMS news, etc. 

Advertisement is possible on these terms. 

Contact TIEMS Secretariat at secretariat@tiems.info or fax: +32 2 286 80 39. 

TIEMS Editors are: 

1. Snjezana Knezic (Proceedings), Croatia, snjezana.knezic@gradst.hr   

2. Alex Fullick (Special Edition Newsletter), Canada, alex@stone-road.com  

Issue no. 37 is planned for October 2019, and contributions are welcome. Please, contact one of 

the editors or TIEMS Secretariat if you have news, an article of interest, or like to list coming 

events of interest for the global emergency and disaster community or like to advertise in this 

issue. 
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