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MISSION 
TIEMS prepares the world for emergencies. TIEMS is a global forum for education, training, 

certification, and policy for emergency and disaster management. We do not respond to 

emergencies: we ensure that others are ready to respond. This is important 

internationally because some parts of the world otherwise have limited support for 

preparation. As the international community discovers and develops new technologies, 

methodologies, and best practices, we offer conferences, webinars, certification, and training courses that 

rapidly and continuously spread the knowledge to every corner of the community. As policy makers grow to 

understand both the need for preparation and the support TIEMS provides, we expect to influence policy choices 

that strengthen cooperation among regional communities before disasters strike. 

CHAPTERS  

Chapters provide a regional 

focus for TIEMS activities. 

This is important because 

every region has unique 

circumstances and 

challenges, so there is no planning process that 

applies everywhere. 

Currently TIEMS has 15 chapters representing: 

Belgium/Netherlands/Luxembourg, China, Finland, 

India, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Korea, Middle East and 

North Africa, Nigeria and West Africa, Romania, 

United States of America, Philippines, France, and 

South Africa. Australia is under establishment. Each 

of the chapters is autonomous. Some chapter 

members are members of TIEMS international, and 

others are local chapter members, with local rules 

governing membership. The chapter establishes 

local activities and coordinates with the rest of 

TIEMS as needed. 

The TIEMS Secretariat, located in Brussels, is 

available to the chapters for administrative 

support.  The chapters report annually to the 

Secretariat about chapter activities, plans and 

finances.  

ACTIVITIES 

▪ TIEMS organizes international conferences, webinars, and workshops, worldwide, with 
a focus on Emergency Management and Disaster Response Topics and new Technology. 

▪ TIEMS engages in research & technology development (RTD) projects that enable TIEMS 
members to apply their expertise to international emergency management initiatives.  

▪ The TIEMS International Group of Experts (TIGE) comprises ab. 100 experts from 22 countries with wide 
ranging expertise and experience available to assist with emergency preparedness planning and response 
worldwide.  

▪ TIEMS Education and Training comprises TIEMS Academy with courses in Emergency Management and Disaster 
response and TIEMS International Certifications - TQC & TQAC for experts working with emergency 
management internationally. 

MEMBERSHIP 

As a member of the TIEMS, 
you are part of an 
international community 
of leaders, practitioners, 
and academics in 
emergency management, 

with diverse backgrounds in engineering, science, 
government, academics, military, and industry 
working together to make the world a safer place. 
Membership affords unique opportunities to learn, 
serve, and network. 

Learn: From the multi-disciplinary, multinational 
TIEMS community and through special programs. 

Serve: By helping us in our mission to reduce the 
impacts of disasters and emergencies worldwide. 

Network: With regional and international 
colleagues to develop valued personal and 
professional relationships, and enhanced 
opportunities. 

You are welcome to join us as a 
           TIEMS member 
 
         K. Harald Drager 
          TIEMS President
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          SUMMARY of TIEMS YEAR 2022 – 2023 by TIEMS President 

(Covers the period 2022 and until 1st September 2023) 
 

1                TIEMS President’s 2022 – 2023 Reflections 

TIEMS Presidents reflections on TIEMS developments and achievements during 2022 – 2023. 

Read More…. 

2                 TIEMS 2022 Hybrid Annual Conference 

TIEMS 2022 Annual Conference took place in Atlanta, USA as a hybrid event with about 90 
presentations and two TQC & TQAC workshops. Read More… 
 

3             TIEMS International Certifications – TQC & TQAC 

TIEMS International Qualification Certifications (TQC & TQAC) are gaining strong interest 

worldwide, and candidates from 10 countries, USA, Japan, Australia, India, South Africa, 

Jordan, Nigeria, China, Nepal and Botswana, are already certified or undergoing 

certification. Read More…. 

4                                   TIEMS EU Projects 2022 - 2023 

TIEMS is a partner in two ongoing EU projects lasting until 2025, FIRELOGUE and FIRE – RES, 

while the IMPETUS project finalized 28.02.2023. Read More… 

5                          TIEMS Chapters 2022 - 2023  

The 2023 conference will be hosted by the TIEMS South Africa Chapter. TIEMS India with a 
re-established new board will host the TIEMS 2024 Hybrid Annual Conferences. Read More… 
 

6                       CBI - TIEMS Webinars 2022 - 2023 

TIEMS – CBI (Capacity Building International) webinar series continued in 2022 - 2023, with a 
broader focus on emergency management and disaster response. Read More… 
 

7                    TIEMS Presidents Updates 2022 - 2023 

TIEMS has in 2022 – 2023 concentrated on sending out short messages in the form of Updates 
from the TIEMS President, when there are news or important issues to be commented on by 
TIEMS. Read More… 
 

8                TIEMS 2022 - 2023 Administration 

Read about TIEMS Membership and how to join TIEMS, how to donate to TIEMS, and the TIEMS 
financial situation. TIEMS Directors and Officers are also presented, as well as TIEMS plans 
for the future. Read More… 
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My 2022 - 2023 reflections are shown below in my presentation at the CIVIL – 20 SUMMIT in 

Jaipur, India late July this year. 

 

 

1 

TIEMS President’s 2022 – 2023 Reflections 
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Stay Safe and Enjoy Reading the rest of 

the TIEMS President Annual Report!                    

K. Harald Drager, TIEMS President    
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The TIEMS 2022 Hybrid Annual Conference took place 17th – 21st October 2022 
live and on Zoom in Atlanta, USA, and all sessions were recorded on video.  

 

The conference format was hybrid with both physical and virtual participation, and it was 
an excellent international event with speakers and participants from more than 30 

countries with 90 excellent presentations and two workshops on TIEMS International 
Certifications - TQC & TQAC. 

Each evening during the conference in Atlanta there was a social event, allowing time for 
participants in Atlanta to network and get to know each other better, and to learn more 

about the local culture and cuisine of Georgia.  

 Detailed Final Conference Program                           Welcome and Keynote Speakers 

VIDEO Recording of all Sessions 

 

Video Recording of Panel Debate on TQC & TQC Certifications 

2 TIEMS 2022 Hybrid Annual Conference 

https://www.tiems.info/images/pdf/TIEMS_2022_Annual_Conference_Program_ver16.pdf
https://www.tiems.info/images/pdf/TIEMS_2022_Annual_Conference_Welcome_and_Keynote_Speakers_ver6.pdf
https://vimeo.com/showcase/tiems2022annualconference
https://vimeo.com/772577935/8c4ff962ea
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TIEMS International Qualification Certifications (TQC & TQAC) are gaining strong 

interest worldwide, and candidates from 10 countries; USA, Japan, Australia, 

India, South Africa, Jordan, Nigeria, China, Nepal and Botswana, are already certified or 

undergoing the certification process. More information is found on: https://bit.ly/3Sy7AkY  

The last TQC Certified is Aditi Tyagi from India, and her view on TQC Certification itself and 
the process is shown below: 

 

 

The first TQAC certified is Emma Chaman from South Africa, and her view on TQAC 
Certification itself and the process is shown below: 

 

3 TIEMS International Certifications – TQC & TQAC 

https://bit.ly/3Sy7AkY
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ADITI TYAGI Answers to the TQC Certification Questions  
1. What brought you into the Emergency/Disaster Management field? 

While pursuing my M.Phil. when my professor asked us, the students, to think upon an area of interest and 

a related problem, and discuss it with him for the dissertation purpose, whatever I had known of the recent 

major disasters in India and around, like Bhuj Earthquake, Himalayan Earthquake, Mumbai Floods and 

Tsunami was heavily etched over my mind and therefore, took this academic program requirement as an 

opportunity to understand the system, the institutions and the agencies who deal with these grave situations 

to bring back normalcy. There was no looking back thereafter. 

2. What attracted you to the TIEMS organization and the TIEMS TQC & TQAC certification? 

I had always been hunting for and desired to be associated with some meaningful organization substantially 

contributing to the initial phase of disaster as well as the integrated response mechanism so that my learning 

as a researcher and my belief in community strength could receive a platform for making a contribution. 

With no such certification known to be available in India, one of my mentors introduced TIEMS to me, and I 

found it to be just fitting in the bill. 

3. How do you think the TIEMS TQC certification will benefit your future opportunities and career? 

The TIEMS TQC certification has contributed immensely in enhancing my knowledge and widening my 

horizon of the field of emergency management. It will fetch me greater recognition as a disaster 

management professional, and I will now have a better chance not only at the national but also at the 

international platforms for enhanced opportunities in terms of research projects and policy studies. Besides, 

it has extended to me a network of related international community.  

4. How was your experience with navigating through the TIEMS TQC & TQAC certification process? 

It has been truthfully a learning process with an inbuilt rigorous but smooth exercise which capacitates you 

and suitably tests your mental make-up before initiating yourself with the demanding field of emergency 

management. The entire TQC Board was very supportive throughout. For me, the International Cooperation 

paper was little more challenging due to its expanse over multiple regional organizations. Nonetheless, the 

entire experience has been extremely enriching and well-earned. I personally believe that a paper on 

Community Resilience can add more value and wider spectrum to the entire process. 

5. In your opinion, how does the TIEMS TQC certification compare to other Emergency 

Management certifications? 

I have not known any such certification in India and the international arena was rather new to me; my 

knowledge of such organizations being rather limited to the UN and its allied agencies. Nonetheless, I find 

the TIEMS TQC Certification to be very fulfilling. 

6. In light of Covid-19 and the war in Ukraine, where do you see the Emergency / Disaster 

Management field heading? 

In the given scenario of the increased incidences and the intensity of such situations, it is important to be 

having more informed community which can immediately flung into meaningful action to be necessarily 

supplemented by institutionalized and systematic response teams with standard procedures and practices. 

Also, the political borders fast losing their meaning in the wake of such a situation in current times, 

emergency/disaster management calls for enhanced international cooperation and support. No fragmented 

approach and efforts devoid of sustainability can fetch good. 

7. Is there anything else you like to tell about yourself? 

I am a firm believer in united strength and teamwork, and my existence as a human being continually 

reminds me of this; always keeping me alert to the responsibilities I have towards my fellow beings and the 

larger system. 
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Emma Chapman’s Answers to TQAC Certification Questions 

1. What brought you to the Emergency Management / DM field? 
Growing up I was intrigued with weather related phenomena and how it could develop. This then grew 
into an interest in disaster events themselves and how nature could overpower man. This directed me 
to study a BBA in Disaster Management. During my studies I found a greater curiosity in the fact that 
by mitigating and preparing for such through developing structures and processes, one is able to 
increase capacities of local people, decreasing their risk to possible disasters. Although disasters and 
their related risks are imminent in the world we live, we are able to plan, to a certain extent, in order 
to better the lives of others. 
 

2. What attracted you to the TIEMS organization and the TIEMS TQAC certification? 
Prof. Tandlich provided us with a presentation on the certification, what it involves and the process of 
application. This sparked an interest in me to partake in the process and be a part of the society. I see 
it as a wonderful way to develop a standardisation of disaster and emergency management on an 
international level. I also see it as a need, especially with the increase in globalisation and disasters and 
their related risks as we look to the future.  
As the Emergency and disaster management field is fairly new, it is not as developed as other fields 
whereby international certification is available. The TIEMS TQAC certification is therefore a step in the 
right direction. 
 

3. How do you think the TIEMS TQC certification will benefit your future opportunities and career? 
I think it is important to have professional certification in the field that one is in. It will give me the 
confidence to speak on international standards on the platforms that I am on and a good base when 
working with colleagues from other countries. 
 

4. How was your experience with navigating through the TIEMS TQC & TQAC certification process? 
I found the process relatively simple. The online platform was simple and easy to access. At any point 
where I was confused or unsure, there was always someone willing to assist or explain. 
 

5. In your opinion, how does the TIEMS TQC certification compare to other Emergency 
Management certifications? 

Other EM certifications are often based on their locality, an example being DMISA, which is specific to 
South Africans. The TIEMS TQC certification really allows for certification on a broader, more 
international scale. 
 

6. In light of Covid-19 and the war in Ukraine, where do you see the Emergency / Disaster 
Management field heading? 

I definitely see the field of disaster and emergency management expanding. I see this pandemic and 
current war as a large wake-up call for many on the reality of disasters and their related risks. I think 
this will spark an interest in a greater number of people to expand the knowledge in this line of work 
to better all aspects of disaster management. 
 

7. Is there anything else you like to tell about yourself? 

No. 
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TIEMS was a partner in three EU projects in 2022, FIRELOGUE and FIRE – RES, and the IMPETUS 
project, which ended in 2023. FIRELOGUE and FIRE-RES are both 4-year projects that will 
end in 2025. 

These projects receive financial support from the Horizon 2020 program for 
research and innovation of the European Commission 

 

 

4 TIEMS EU Projects 2022 - 2023 
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IMPETUS 

The IMPETUS Project Web-site is found at: https://impetus-project.eu/  

The IMPETUS Slide Show Video gives a good overview of the IMPETUS Project and its status 
and can be watched at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDoOVuNzeAA&t=7s 

The IMPETUS final dissemination event took place in Rotterdam 30–31 January 2023, and 
below, TIEMS Regional Director for North America inform us about What IMPETUS Tells us 
“About the Potential for Smart City Technologies and the Way Forward for Realizing this 
Potential?” 

 

https://impetus-project.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDoOVuNzeAA&t=7s
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 TIEMS chapters have been established in 15 countries: Romania, 

Belgium/Netherlands/Luxembourg (BeNeLux), Italy, Middle East, and North Africa (MENA), 
Iraq, India, Korea, China, Finland, Nigeria, and West Africa (NWA), USA, Philippines, South 
Africa, France, and Japan. A chapter in Australia is under establishment. There are varying 
levels of activity in the different chapters due to different circumstances, and the TIEMS 
Board will be reviewing the present chapters with the goal of increasing their impact and 
insuring they are supporting TIEMS’s goals. 
 
TIEMS has several requests for forming new chapters, and the TIEMS Board will consider how 
TIEMS International can better help new chapters become established and get up and 
running, and be part of TIEMS international network of chapters and members. 
 
A TIEMS Chapter is an autonomous entity within the TIEMS network. It establishes local TIEMS 
activity and recruits TIEMS International and Local Chapter Members in the chapter area. 
The local chapter members will be registered in TIEMS International as local members and 
receive all information from TIEMS. However, they have no voting rights at the TIEMS Annual 
General Meeting. A chapter is autonomous concerning its activities and finances, and the 
chapter can recruit sponsors and financial support locally to strengthen the chapter funding. 
The TIEMS Secretariat is available to the chapter for administrative support. The chapter is 
to report annually to the TIEMS Secretariat about chapter activities, plans and finances.  
 
The requirements for establishing a TIEMS Chapter are as follows:  
 

▪ The Chapter Region must be defined so that it does not geographically overlap 
existing chapters  

▪ There must be at least 5 founding members of the chapter with valid TIEMS 
International membership  

▪ The Chapter must be registered in a country of the chapter’s region as a non-profit 
organization  

▪ Chapter By-laws must be established which are not in conflict with TIEMS By-laws  
▪ A Chapter Board with at least 5 members must be appointed/elected  
▪ A Chapter bank account must be opened in the name of the Chapter  
▪ The Chapter must be an Institutional Member of TIEMS  
▪ A plan for the chapter activities must be prepared  

 
An application with above documentation must be sent to the TIEMS Secretariat.  
 

Please, send to TIEMS Secretariat at: secretariat@tiems.info  and TIEMS Director for 

Chapters, Yosuke Okita at yosukeokita@mac.com and applicants will be guided through the 

chapter establishment process, including receiving templates for By-laws and Activity Plans. 

5 TIEMS Chapters 2022 - 2023 

mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
mailto:yosukeokita@mac.com
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TIEMS -CBI has continued with the webinar series in 2022 – 2023 with a broader 
focus on emergency management and disaster response, showing below one of 

the examples from 2023 about the Turkish Earthquake, with Kit Miyamoto informing of his 
experience on the ground in Turkey after the earthquake. 

TURKISH EARTHQUAKE 

In the wake of the devastating earthquake that hit 
Southern Turkey in February 2023, there is a 
pressing need for expert insights into the response 
and recovery measures for such disasters. In 
partnership with Capacity Building International 
(CBI), TIEMS is proud to present an upcoming 
webinar about “Lessons From Turkey: How to 
Respond, Recover, and Rebuild After a Major 

Earthquake” featuring Dr. H. Kit Miyamoto, a world-renowned expert in disaster resiliency, 
response, and reconstruction. Dr. Miyamoto is the Commissioner of California Seismic Safety 
Commission and the Global CEO and structural engineer of Miyamoto International. He has 
provided expert engineering and policy consultation to the World Bank, USAID, UN agencies, 
governments, and the private sector. Dr. Miyamoto's team has won the Engineering News-
Record's "Best Global Project" award for an unprecedented five times and the U.S. 
Presidential "E" award. Major media outlets, including CNN, CBS, ABC, Al Jazeera, LA Times, 
NY Times, Times, and Rolling Stone, have profiled him, and he was featured in the "Designing 
for Disaster" exhibit at the National Building Museum.  

 

During the webinar, Dr. Miyamoto discussed the causes of failures, response structure, 
recovery challenges, and plans for rebuilding, drawing on his extensive experience working 
on the ground in Turkey since the earthquake.  

If interested in running a webinar with your experience in emergency management and 
disaster response, sharing with a worldwide audience, please, contact khdrager@online.no  

6 
TIEMS & CBI Webinars 2022-2023 

mailto:khdrager@online.no
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TIEMS stopped issuing newsletters in 2022 and concentrated on short and important messages 

about news and important issue concerning emergency management and disaster response. 

A total of about 100 messages were sent out from TIEMS President last year. An example is 

shown below about the war in Ukraine and TIEMS support to the Ukrainian people. 

 

 

7 Updates from TIEMS President 2022 - 2023 
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Some of these messages were related to announcements and news from our cooperation partners in 

emergency management. They likewise distribute TIEMS news and information in their networks, and 

this way TIEMS reaches far out worldwide with TIEMS information. Examples of cooperation partners 

are shown below: 
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TIEMS Memberships 
  

We always welcome new TIEMS members! Why become a member?  Please take a look at 
the TIEMS Member Benefits. 
 
Types and fees of membership are listed below: 

1. Standard Member - One Year: 95 € *)  
2. Standard Member Transition Economy Country - One Year: 35 € *)  
3. Professional Certified Member - One Year: 125 € *)  
4. Professional Certified Member – Transition Economy Country – One Year: 45 € *) 
5. Student Member - One Year: 25 € *)  
6. Institutional Member - One Year: 310 € *)  

*) Includes 21 % Belgium VAT 
 
Membership descriptions and rights are found in the TIEMS By-laws 
 
Please, click here and select type of membership! 

  
Donations 
  
TIEMS is a volunteer organization. TIEMS Directors, Officers and Members all work without 
any payment. Donations are therefore welcome to help us cover expenses as we further 
develop TIEMS and pursue our goal of making our world a safer place. 
 

1. Platinum Donation Any Time: 500 € 
2. Gold Donation Any Time: 100 € 
3. Silver Donation Any Time: 50 € 
4. Bronze Donation Any Time: 25 € 
5. Amount of Your own Preference 

Please, click here and select the donation of your choice! 

 

TIEMS Secretariat in Brussels 

The TIEMS Secretariat in Brussels, Belgium started its operation for TIEMS 1st November 2010. 
Most administrative TIEMS activities have been transferred to the Secretariat so the board 
members can concentrate on the long-term planning of the development of TIEMS. The 
Secretariat office can be contacted at the following address, or by phone, fax and e-mail: 

TIEMS Secretariat 
Rue Des Deux Eglises 39, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 

Phone: +32 2286 8038, Fax: +32 2286 8039 
E-mails: secretariat@tiems.info 

 

8 TIEMS 2022 – 2023 Administration 

https://www.tiems.info/images/pdfs/TIEMS-2019-Member-Benefits-docx.pdf
https://www.tiems.info/images/TIEMS%20ByLaws%20of%2018th%20February%202013%20ver1.pdf
http://www.tiems.info/index.php/membership/memberships
http://preview.tiems.info/About-TIEMS/membership-pro.html
https://www.tiems.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=176
mailto:secretariat@tiems.info
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TIEMS Financial Situation 

Accomplishing TIEMS’s mission on a limited budget is a continuous challenge, as with many 
other non-profit and international NGO’s. However, volunteers working for TIEMS around the 
world in TIEMS chapters, recruiting members and sponsors and arranging events, have made 
it possible to organize many events around the world. Having professional administration 
and legal advice at a permanent registered address for TIEMS has proven worthwhile and 
beneficial. The annual cost of TIEMS Secretariat is the primary regular budget item for the 
society. 
 
TIEMS participation in RTD projects has had a good impact on TIEMS’s financial situation, as 
well as being a benefit for its members. Members can apply to work on paid RTD projects 
where TIEMS participates, and they are selected based on how well their qualifications 
match project requirements. 

 

TIEMS Members, Officers, Directors, and Chapters, 

Of course, the main assets of TIEMS are its members, officers, directors, and TIEMS Chapter 
board members. They contribute their expertise and volunteer their time to develop and 
promote the society worldwide, and they carry out activities on behalf of TIEMS. Members 
of TIEMS Board of Directors are elected at the Annual General Meeting (AGM), which takes 
place at the TIEMS Annual Conference every year. The delegates to the AGM are TIEMS 
members, and they elect TIEMS Directors, and vote on decisions proposed by TIEMS Board.  
 
Local Chapters elect their own Boards, and when the TIEMS Board of Directors wants to focus 
on a special task, a TIEMS Officer is appointed by the TIEMS Board to lead this task and report 
to the Board. These officers are members of TIEMS Advisory Board. 
 
I would like to thank all these volunteers for the work they do, and their dedication and 
loyalty to TIEMS and its mission. Without their efforts, TIEMS could not exist. The TIEMS 
Board of Directors and TIEMS Advisory Board Members during 2022 - 2023 are shown below. 
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TIEMS Future Plans 

TIEMS progress is in line with the expectations expressed during the TIEMS 2022 AGM. Our 
continuing international success sends a message to TIEMS members and the international 
emergency management community that TIEMS has a promising future, in which all with an 
interest in emergency and disaster management can participate. Working together, we can 
move ever closer towards the TIEMS goal of more resilient societies worldwide. 

 

Oslo 1st September 2023 
K. Harald Drager 
TIEMS President 

 

 


